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Abstract : Over the years of independence, Kazakhstan has not only ratified international documents regulating the rights of
children to Inclusive education, but also developed its own inclusive educational policy. Along with this, the state pays
particular attention to high school students' preparedness for professional self-determination. However, a number of
problematic issues in this field have been revealed, such as the lack of systemic mechanisms coordinating stakeholders’ actions
in preparing schoolchildren for a conscious choice of in-demand profession, meeting their individual capabilities and special
educational needs (SEN). The analysis of the state’s current situation indicates school graduates’ adaptation to the labor
market does not meet existing demands of the society. According to the Ministry of Labor and Social Protection of the
Population of the Republic of Kazakhstan, about 70 % of Kazakhstani school graduates find themselves difficult to choose a
profession, 87 % of schoolchildren make their career choice under the influence of parents and school teachers, 90 % of
schoolchildren and their parents have no idea about the most popular professions on the market. The results of the study
conducted by KorlanSyzdykova in 2016 indicated the urgent need of Kazakhstani school graduates in obtaining extensive
information about in- demand professions and receiving professional assistance in choosing a profession in accordance with
their individual skills, abilities, and preferences. The results of the survey, conducted by Information and Analytical Center
among heads of colleges in 2020, showed that despite significant steps in creating conditions for students with SEN, they face
challenges in studying because of poor career guidance provided to them in schools. The results of the study, conducted by the
Center for Inclusive Education of the National Academy of Education named after Y. Altynsarin in the state’s general education
schools in 2021, demonstrated the lack of career guidance, pedagogical and psychological support for children with SEN. To
investigate these issues, the further study was conducted to examine the state of students’ career guidance and socialization,
taking into account their SEN. The hypothesis of this study proposed that to prepare school graduates for a conscious career
choice, school teachers and specialists need to develop their competencies in early identification of students' interests,
inclinations, SEN and ensure necessary support for them. The state’s 5 regions were involved in the study according to the
geographical location. The triangulation approach was utilized to ensure the credibility and validity of research findings,
including both theoretical (analysis of existing statistical data, legal documents, results of previous research) and empirical
(school survey for students, interviews with parents, teachers, representatives of school administration) methods. The data
were analyzed independently and compared to each other. The survey included questions related to provision of pedagogical
support for school students in making their career choice. Ethical principles were observed in the process of developing the
methodology, collecting, analyzing the data and distributing the results. Based on the results, methodological
recommendations on students’ career guidance for school teachers and specialists were developed, taking into account the
former’s individual capabilities and SEN.
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