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Abstract : This paper is devoted to the Russian as a Foreign Language (RFL) textbook, which is understood as a fundamental
element of the RFL system. The aim of the study is to explore the role of the RFL textbook in modern RFL teaching theories
and practices. It is suggested that the RFL textbook is not a secondary factor but contributes to the advancement and rewriting
of both RFL theories and practices. This study applies to the RFL textbook theory's recent pedagogical developments in
education. Therefore, the RFL system is conceived as a complex adaptive system whose elements (teacher, textbook, students,
etc.) interact in a dynamic network of interconnections. In particular, the author shows that the textbook plays a central role in
the RFL system since it may change and even renew RFL teaching from both theoretical and practical perspectives. On the one
hand, in fact, the use of an RFL textbook may impact teaching theories: that is, the textbook may either consolidate preexisting
theories or launch new approaches. On the other hand, the RFL textbook may also influence teaching practices by reinforcing
the preexisting ones or encouraging teachers to try new strategies instead. All this allows the RFL textbook, within the RFL
complex adaptive system, to exert an influence on the specific teaching contexts in which Russian is taught, interacting with
the other elements of the system itself. Through its findings, this paper contributes to the advancement of research on RFL
textbook theory.
Keywords : adaptive system, foreign language textbook, teaching Russian as a foreign language, textbook of Russian as a
foreign language
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