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Abstract : The Kampala Physical Development Plan (KPDP) was developed in 2012 and projected both long term and short
term developments within the City .The purpose of the plan was to not only shape the city into a spatially planned area but also
to control the urban sprawl trends that had expanded with pronounced instances of informal settlements. This plan was
approved by the National Physical Planning Board and a signature was appended by the Minister in 2013. Much as the KPDP
plan has been implemented using different approaches such as detailed planning, development control, subdivision planning,
carrying out construction inspections, greening and beautification, there is still limited knowledge on the level of conformance
towards this plan. Therefore, it is yet to be determined whether it has been effective in shaping the City into an ideal spatially
planned area. Attaining a clear picture of the level of conformance towards the KPDP 2012 through evaluation between the
planned and the existing land use in Kampala City was performed. Methods such as Supervised Classification and Post
Classification Change Detection were adopted to perform this  evaluation.  Scrutiny of  findings revealed Central  Division
registered the lowest level of conformance to the planning standards specified in the KPDP 2012 followed by Nakawa, Rubaga,
Kawempe, and Makindye. Furthermore, mixed-use development was identified as the land use with the highest level of non-
conformity of 25.11% and institutional land use registered the highest level of conformance of 84.45 %. The results show that
the aspect of location was not carefully considered while allocating uses in the KPDP whereby areas located near the Central
Business District have higher land rents and hence require uses that ensure profit maximization. Also, the prominence of
development towards mixed-use denotes an increased demand for land towards compact development that was not catered for
in the plan. Therefore in order to transform Kampala city into a spatially planned area, there is need to carefully develop
detailed plans especially for all the Central Division planning precincts indicating considerations for land use densification.
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