
Monitoring of Educational Achievements of Kazakhstani 4th and 9th Graders
Authors : Madina Tynybayeva, Sanya Zhumazhanova, Saltanat Kozhakhmetova, Merey Mussabayeva
Abstract : One of the leading indicators of the education quality is the level of students’ educational achievements. The
processes of modernization of Kazakhstani education system have predetermined the need to improve the national system by
assessing the quality of education. The results of assessment greatly contribute to addressing questions about the current state
of the educational system in the country. The monitoring of students’ educational achievements (MEAS) is the systematic
measurement of the quality of education for compliance with the state obligatory standard of Kazakhstan. This systematic
measurement is  independent of  educational  organizations and approved by the order of  the Minister  of  Education and
Scienceof Kazakhstan. The MEAS was conducted in the regions of Kazakhstanfor the first time in 2022 by the National Testing
Centre. The measurement does not have legal consequences either for students or for educational organizations. Students’
achievements were measured in three subject areas: reading, mathematics and science literacy. MEAS was held for the first
time in April this year, 105 thousand students from 1436 schools of Kazakhstan took part in the testing. The monitoring was
accompanied by a survey of students, teachers, and school leaders. The goal is to identify which contextual factors affect
learning outcomes. The testing was carried out in a computer format. The test tasks of MEAS are ranked according to the three
levels of difficulty: basic, medium, and high. Fourth graders are asked to complete 30 closed-type tasks. The average score of
the results is 21 points out of 30, which means 70% of tasks were successfully completed. The total number of test tasks for 9th
grade students – 75 questions. The results of ninth graders are comparatively lower, the success rate of completing tasks is
63%. MEAS participants did not reveal a statistically significant gap in results in terms of the language of instruction,
territorial status, and type of school. The trend of reducing the gap in these indicators is also noted in the framework of recent
international studies conducted across the country, in particular PISA for schools in Kazakhstan. However, there is a regional
gap in MOES performance. The difference in the values of the indicators of the highest and lowest scores of the regions was
11% of the success of completing tasks in the 4th grade, 14% in the 9thgrade. The results of the 4th grade students in reading,
mathematics,  and  science  literacy  are:  71.5%,  70%,  and  66.9%,  respectively.  The  results  of  ninth-graders  in  reading,
mathematics, and science literacy are 69.6%, 54%, and 60.8%, respectively. From the surveys, it  was revealed that the
educational achievements of students are considerably influenced by such factors as the subject competences of teachers, as
well as the school climate and motivation of students. Thus, the results of MEAS indicate the need for an integrated approach
to improving the quality of education. In particular, the combination of improving the content of curricula and textbooks,
internal and external assessment of the educational achievements of students, educational programs of pedagogical specialties,
and advanced training courses is required.
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