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Abstract : Migrant youth who have experienced traumatic events in their home countries or in their passage to the United
States may require interventions or formal services to support varying levels and types of needs. The manner in which such
youth are engaged and evaluated, as well as the framework of evaluation, can impact their educational services and placement.
Evidenced-based trauma-informed practices that engage and support migrant youth serve as an important bridge to
stabilization; however, ensuring long-term growth may require a range of integrated services, including special education and
mental health services. Special education evaluations which consider the eligibility of Emotional Disturbance for migrant youth
must carefully weigh issues of mental health needs against the exclusionary criteria of lack of access to education, limited
language skills, as well as other environmental factors. Case studies of recently arrived migrant youth reveal both
commonalities and differences in types and levels of need which underscores the importance of adept evaluation and case
management to ensure the provision of services that support growth and resiliency.
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