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Abstract : In the dark and gloomy times of the Middle Ages, high, majestic, and frightening structures were revealed in the
architectural field. Thus, gothic architecture began to find a place for itself in different areas and spread its influence. Gothic
has found its place in almost every literary genre and manages to show itself as the dominant genre in the works it enters. It
has exploited many concepts, such as a chest full of bad feelings, and creates a gloomy, scary, frightening, and pessimistic
mood in the story with these concepts. One of the essential concepts it uses while creating these feelings is the concept of
“Doppelganger.” With this concept, the authors make sense of the uncanny; at this point, they allow the spaces to act like
characters, just like the uncanny feeling Edgar Allan Poe creates in his story “The Fall of the House of the Usher.” In this story
by Edgar Allan Poe, attention should be paid to the symbolic link between the two, as “House of Usher” refers to the family and
the building. And indeed, it is possible to see this minor rift as representative of a breakdown in family unity, specifically
between Madeline and Roderick. Because although the home is not alive, it has some supernatural features that make it look
like a living, breathing being. Therefore, the remainder of this paper will argue that apart from the apparent twins, the house
should also qualify as a Doppelganger in the story. This study will first explore the physical and mental disorders of the twins
and their journey to complement each other; next, in an attempt to demonstrate how the house as a non-living needs to be
considered as a Doppelganger of the twins, a close reading on the house depictions will be scrutinized.
Keywords : Edgar Allan Poe, doppelganger, uncanny, gothic, space, home
Conference Title : ICGA 2023 : International Conference on Gothic Art
Conference Location : Dubai, United Arab Emirates
Conference Dates : March 16-17, 2023

World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Humanities and Social Sciences

Vol:17, No:03, 2023

O
pe

n 
Sc

ie
nc

e 
In

de
x,

 H
um

an
iti

es
 a

nd
 S

oc
ia

l S
ci

en
ce

s 
Vo

l:1
7,

 N
o:

03
, 2

02
3 

pu
bl

ic
at

io
ns

.w
as

et
.o

rg
/a

bs
tr

ac
ts

/1
56

33
9.

pd
f

ISNI:0000000091950263International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 17(03) 2023 1

https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/156339.pdf

