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Abstract : Pollution and solid waste are the most important environmental problems plaguing the city of Benghazi as well as
other cities and towns in Libya. These problems are caused by the lack of environmental planning and sound environmental
management.  Environmental  planning  is  very  important  at  present  for  the  development  of  projects  that  preserve  the
environment, therefore, the planning process should be prioritized over the management process. Pollution caused by poor
planning and environmental management exists not only in Benghazi but also in all  other Libyan cities. This study was
conducted through various field visits to several neighborhoods and areas within Benghazi as well as its neighboring regions.
Follow-ups in these areas were conducted from March 2013 to October 2013 and documented by photographs. The existing
methods  of  waste  collection  and  means  of  transportation  were  investigated.  Interviews  were  conducted  with  relevant
authorities, including the Environment Public Authority in Benghazi and the Public Service Company of Benghazi. The objective
of this study is to determine the causes of solid waste pollution in Benghazi City and its surrounding areas. Results show that
solid waste pollution in Benghazi and its surrounding areas is the result of poor planning and environmental management,
population growth, and the lack of hardware and equipment for the collection and transport of waste from the city to the
landfill site. One of the most important recommendations in this study is the development of a complete and comprehensive
plan that includes environmental planning and environmental management to reduce solid waste pollution.
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