
Natural Forest Ecosystem Services and Local Populations
Authors : Mohammed Sghir Taleb
Abstract : Located at the northwest corner of the African continent between 21 ° and 36 ° north latitude and between the 1st
and the 17th degree of west longitude, Morocco, with a total area of 715,000 km², enjoys a privileged position with a coastline
of 3 446 km long opening to the Mediterranean and the Atlantic Ocean. Its privileged location with a double coastline and its
diverse mountain with four major mountain ranges: the Rif, Middle Atlas, High Atlas, and Anti Atlas, with altitudes exceeding
2000 m in the Rif, 3000 m in the Middle Atlas, and 4000 m in the High Atlas. Morocco is characterized by an important forest
genetic diversity represented by a rich and varied flora and many ecosystems: forest, preforest, presteppe, steppe, Sahara that
spans a range of bioclimatic zones: arid, semiarid, subhumid, and humid. The vascular flora of Morocco is rich and highly
diversified, with a very significant degree of endemism. Natural flora and ecosystems provide important services to populations
represented by grazing,  timber harvest,  harvesting of  medicinal  and aromatic plants.  This work will  be focused on the
Moroccan biodiversity and natural ecosystem services and on the interaction between local populations and ecosystems
Keywords : biodiversity, forest, ecosystem, services, Morocco
Conference Title : ICWBC 2023 : International Conference on Wildlife and Biodiversity Conservation
Conference Location : Bali, Indonesia
Conference Dates : October 23-24, 2023

World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Environmental and Ecological Engineering

Vol:17, No:10, 2023

O
pe

n 
Sc

ie
nc

e 
In

de
x,

 E
nv

iro
nm

en
ta

l a
nd

 E
co

lo
gi

ca
l E

ng
in

ee
rin

g 
Vo

l:1
7,

 N
o:

10
, 2

02
3 

pu
bl

ic
at

io
ns

.w
as

et
.o

rg
/a

bs
tr

ac
ts

/1
56

23
4.

pd
f

ISNI:0000000091950263International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 17(10) 2023 1

https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/156234.pdf

