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Abstract : Our research explores the influence nationalism has had on media coverage of the COVID-19 pandemic as it relates
to China in the United States through an inclusive qualitative analysis of two US news networks, Fox News and CNN. In total,
the transcripts of sixteen videos uploaded on YouTube, each with more than 100,000 views, were gathered for data processing.
Co-occurrence networks generated by KH Coder illuminate the themes and narratives underpinning the reports from Fox News
and  CNN.  The  results  of  in-depth  content  analysis  with  keywords  suggest  that  the  pandemic  has  been  framed in  an
ethnopopulist nationalist manner, although to varying degrees between networks. Specifically, the authors found that Fox
News is more likely to report hypotheses or statements as a fact; on the contrary, CNN is more likely to quote data and
statements from official institutions. Future research into how nationalist narratives have developed in China and in other US
news coverage with a more systematic and quantitative method can be conducted to expand on these findings.
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