
The Domino Principle of Dobbs v Jackson Women’s Health Organization: The
Gays Are Next!

Authors : Alan Berman, Mark Brady
Abstract : The phenomenon of homophobia and transphobia in the United States detrimentally impacts the health, wellbeing,
and dignity of  school students who identify with the LGBTQ+ community.  These negative impacts also compromise the
participation of LGBTQ+ individuals in the wider life of educational domains and endanger the potential economic, social and
cultural contribution this community can make to American society. The recent 6:3 majority decision of the US Supreme Court
in Dobbs v Jackson Women’s Health Organization expressly overruled the 1973 decision in Roe v Wade and the 1992 Planned
Parenthood v Casey decision.  This study will  canvass the bases upon which the court in Dobbs overruled longstanding
precedent established in Roe and Casey. It will examine the potential implications for the LGBTQ community of the result in
Dobbs. The potential far-reaching consequences of this case are foreshadowed in a concurring opinion by Justice Clarence
Thomas, suggesting the Court should revisit all substantive due process cases. This includes notably the Lawrence v Texas case
(invalidating sodomy laws criminalizing same-sex relations) and the Obergefellcase (upholding same-sex marriage). Finally, the
study will examine the likely impact of the uncertainty brought about by the decision in Doddsfor LGBTQ students in US
educational institutions. The actions of several states post-Dobbs, reflects and exacerbates the problems facing LGBTQ+
students and uncovers and highlights societal homophobia and transphobia.
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