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Abstract : Feedback is one of the powerful levers for enhancing students’ performance. However, some students are under-
engaged with feedback because they lack responsibility for feedback uptake. To resolve this conundrum, recent literature
proposes feedback partnerships in which students and teachers share the power and responsibilities to co-construct feedback.
During feedback co-construction, students express feedback needs to teachers, and teachers respond to individuals’ needs in
return. Though this approach can increase students’ feedback ownership, its application is lagging as the field lacks conceptual
clarity and implementation guide. This presentation aims to discuss the conceptual framework of feedback partnerships and
feedback co-construction strategies. It identifies the components of feedback partnerships and strategies which could facilitate
feedback co-construction. A systematic literature review was conducted to answer the questions. The literature search was
performed using ERIC, PsycINFO, and Google Scholar with the keywords “assessment partnership”, “student as partner,” and
“feedback engagement”. No time limit was set for the search. The inclusion criteria encompassed (i) student-teacher
partnerships in feedback, (ii) feedback engagement in higher education, (iii) peer-reviewed publications, and (iv) English as the
language of publication. Those without addressing conceptual understanding and implementation strategies were excluded.
Finally, 65 publications were identified and analysed using thematic analysis. For the procedure, the texts relating to the
questions were first extracted. Then, codes were assigned to summarise the ideas of the texts. Upon subsuming similar codes
into themes, four themes emerged: students’ responsibilities, teachers’ responsibilities, conditions for partnerships
development, and strategies. Their interrelationships were examined iteratively for framework development. Establishing
feedback partnerships required different responsibilities of students and teachers during feedback co-construction. Students
needed to self-evaluate performance against task criteria, identify inadequacies and communicate their needs to teachers.
During feedback exchanges, they interpreted teachers’ comments, generated self-feedback through reflection, and co-
developed improvement plans with teachers. Teachers had to increase students’ understanding of criteria and evaluation skills
and create opportunities for students’ expression of feedback needs. In feedback dialogue, teachers responded to students’
needs and advised on the improvement plans. Feedback partnerships would be best grounded in an environment with trust and
psychological safety. Four strategies could facilitate feedback co-construction. First, students’ understanding of task criteria
could be increased by rubrics explanation and exemplar analysis. Second, students could sharpen evaluation skills if they
participated in peer review and received teacher feedback on the quality of peer feedback. Third, provision of self-evaluation
checklists and prompts and teacher modeling of self-assessment process could aid students in articulating feedback needs.
Fourth, the trust could be fostered when teachers explained the benefits of feedback co-construction, showed empathy, and
provided personalised comments in dialogue. Some strategies were applied in interactive cover sheets in which students
performed self-evaluation and made feedback requests on a cover sheet during assignment submission, followed by teachers’
response to individuals’ requests. The significance of this presentation lies in unpacking the conceptual framework of feedback
partnerships and outlining feedback co-construction strategies. With a solid foundation in theory and practice, researchers and
teachers could better enhance students’ engagement with feedback.
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