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Abstract : Stop Food Waste Australia is working with the industry to co-design sector action plans to prevent and reduce food
waste across the supply chain. We are a public-private partnership, funded in 2021 by the Australian national government
under the 2017 National Food Waste Strategy. Our partnership has representatives from all levels of government, industry
associations  from  farm  to  fork,  and  food  rescue  groups.  Like  many  countries,  Australia  has  adopted  the  Sustainable
Development Goal (SDG) target of 12.3 to halve food waste by 2030. A seminal 2021 study, the National Food Waste Feasibility
Report, developed a robust national baseline, illustrating hotspots in commodities and across the supply chain. This research
found that the consumption stages – households, food service, and institutions - account for over half of all food waste, and 22%
of food produced never leaves the farm gate. Importantly the study found it is feasible for Australia to meet SDG 12.3, but it
will require unprecedented action by governments, industry, and the community. Sector Action Plans (Plan) are one of the four
main initiatives of Stop Food Waste Australia, including a voluntary commitment, a coordinated food waste communications
hub, and robust monitoring and reporting framework. These plans provide a systems-based approach to reducing food loss and
waste while realising multiple benefits for supply chain partners and other collaborators. Each plan is being co-designed with
the key stakeholders most able to directly control or influence the root cause(s) of food waste hotspots and to take action to
reduce  or  eliminate  food  waste  in  their  value  chain.  The  initiatives  in  the  Plans  are  fit-for-purpose,  reflecting  current
knowledge and recognising priorities may refocus over time. To date, sector action plans have been developed with the Food
Rescue, Cold Chain, Bread and Bakery, and Dairy Sectors. Work is currently underway on Meat and Horticulture, and we are
also developing supply-chain stage plans for food services and institutions. The study will provide an overview of Australia’s
food waste baseline and challenges, the important role of sector action plans in reducing food waste, and case studies of
implementation outcomes.
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