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Abstract  :  Open-source  software  development  activities  highly  rely  on  Internet  gathering  communities  volunteering  in
software development projects. Additionally, the libraries and cultural institutions share their metadata in the form of linked
metadata to enable dissemination and enrichment. The open-source software provides free alternatives to traditional software
solutions. The article aims to investigate the ever-increasing options for the digital library open source software adoption. The
software available is presented and compared to other software solutions as well as to their previous versions. The top three
open-source digital library software solutions are presented and compared. The comparison criteria are adopted from the
UNESCO study by Bankier, J., & Gleason, K. Institutional Repository Software Comparison comprising of twelve criteria to
appraise  software,  namely:  infrastructure,  front-end  design,  content  discovery,  publication  tools,  interoperability,  and
preservation. This article adopts a descriptive methodology based on data and information collected through selected software
websites and the literature review.
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