
Liminal Disabled Tweens’ Identification with Disney Animations in Algeria
Authors : Selma Aitsaid
Abstract : Disney canon texts, mainly animations, are believed to have authority over children’s identities. However, most
research on Disney tends to focus either on textual analysis, or Western and non-western adult audiences. In fact, there is a
lack of scholarship on Disney child audiences from non-western countries though children are believed to be Disney‘s main
target audience, and Disney is a global corporation that appeals to audiences from all over the world as well. Therefore,
qualitative research was conducted by interviewing around twenty five Algerian disabled tweens between the age 11 to 14 on
their familiarity and identification with Disney animations. The reason behind choosing disabled children is because minority
groups have not been interviewed on their possible interpretations of Disney animations despite the fact that these texts have
been interpreted by some scholars as being inclusive of minority groups such as queer and disabled people. To that end, this
project aims to decolonize disability and Global Southern Academia by three ways. The first way is to uncover inequalities of
the metropolitan thought enshrined in the global power of the metropole vis a vis the subaltern. This approach was called
postcolonialism.  The second way is  to  value  non-western academic  and non-academic  resources.  This  is  the  project  of
‘indigenous knowledge. The third way is to analyse the forms of knowledge that were produced by intellectuals in colonized
countries as a response to Western Academic hegemony. Consequently, this research endeavored to unravel the inequality, the
dynamics of neocolonialism and subordination to colonial discourses within the Algerian discourse on disability and other
knowledge such as tweenhood, childhood and non-western viewership, which are mainly defined through Western lenses.
Algerian resources were included with the aim of enhancing an academic collaboration between the North and South as well.
The findings showed that the postcolonial context had an impact on how children perceive Disney animations. They also
demonstrated that children are able to negotiate the meaning of Disney texts within their own context.
Keywords : child audiences, Algeria, childhood, disability, Disney animations, global South, postcolonialism, tweens, Western
hegemony
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