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Abstract : The study examined the role of public management development in enhancing public service delivery in the South
African local government. The study believes that the ultimate empowerment of the third tier sphere of governments in South
Africa remains the instrument required to enhance both national and continental development. This over the year has been
overwhelmed with problems and imbalance related to ethical practice, accountability and the functional local government
system and the machinery itself. The study finds that imbalances are being strengthened by a lack of understanding and
unanimity as to what a public management development in a democratic system is and how it should work to achieve the
dividends of democracy in delivering public goods. Studies indicated that the magnitudes are widespread corruption and
misrepresentations  of  government  priorities;  both  of  which  weaken the  ability  of  governments  to  enhance broad-based
economic growth and social well-being of the people. This study addressed the problem of public management and accountable
local government. The study indicates the need for citizens’ participation in the decision-making process in delivering public
service in South Africa and how its accountability mechanism supports good governance. The study concludes that good and
ethical watersheds in South Africa have since reached such proportions that social pressure, the pressure from the government
and  various  institutions  have  to  re-consider  where  they  stand  regarding  ethics,  ethical  behaviour,  accountability  and
professionalism in delivering public goods to the people at the local municipal government.
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