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Abstract : This proposed paper discusses nationalist socialist and communist propaganda struggles in the Turkish press
during World War II. The paper aspires to analyze how government agencies directed and organized the Turkish press to
prevent the "5th column" from influencing public opinion. During the Second World War, one of the most emphasized issues
was propaganda and how Turkish citizens would be protected from the effects of disinformation. Istanbul became a significant
headquarters for belligerent countries' intelligence services, and these services were involved in gathering intelligence and
disseminating propaganda. The main motive of national socialist propaganda was "anti-communism" in Turkey. Subsidizing
certain magazines, controlling German companies' advertisements and paper trade, spreading rumors, printing propaganda
brochures, and showing German propaganda films are some tactics that the nationalist socialists applied before and during the
Second World War. On the other hand, the communists targeted Turkish racist/ultra-nationalist groups and their publications,
which were influenced by the Nazi regime. They were also involved in distributing Marxist publications, printing brochures,
and broadcasting radio programs. This study composes of three parts. The first part describes the nationalist socialist and
communist propaganda activities in Turkey during the Second World War.  The second part addresses the debates over
propaganda  among  selected  newspapers  representing  different  ideologies.  Finally,  the  last  part  analyzes  the  Turkish
government's press policy. It explains why the government allowed ideological debates in the press despite its authoritarian
press policy and "active neutrality" stance in the international arena.
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