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Abstract : Background and Significance of the Study: School-enterprise cooperation has been the cornerstone of vocational
education in China and many other countries. Researchers and policymakers have paid much attention to ensuring the
implementation and improving the quality of school-enterprise cooperation. However, many problems still exist on the
implementation level of the cooperation. On the one hand, the enterprises lack the motivation to participate in the cooperation.
On the other hand, there is a lack of effective guidance and management during the cooperation. Furthermore, the current
literature focuses greatly on policy recommendations on the national level while failing to provide a detailed practical
understanding of how school-enterprise cooperation is carried out on the ground level. With emerging social problems, such as
the aging population in China, there is an increasing need for diverse nursing services and better nursing quality.
Methodology: To gain a deeper understanding of the influencing factors of the implementation of school-enterprise
cooperation, this work conducted 37 exploratory interviews in four Chinese cities spanning first-tier to fourth-tier cities with
hospital department directors, vocational school deans, nurses, and vocational students. Multiple critical policy documents that
founded the current vocational education system in China were analyzed, along with the data collected from the interviews.
Major Findings: Based on the policy and interview analyses, this work reveals a set of influencing factors for school-enterprise
cooperation implementation. Findings from each region contribute to an overall model of influencing factors for implementing
school-enterprise cooperation in vocational nursing education in China, which leads to practical insights for policy
recommendation. The key influencing factors are found based on the policy, hospital, school, and social levels. Following
practical policy recommendations were presented. Moving forward, further research on the implementation of school-
enterprise cooperation in specific industries will become increasingly critical to improving the effectiveness of educational
policies and the quality of vocational education.
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