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Abstract : Indian traditional neighborhoods are socially active and sometimes intrusive communities, which are losing their
qualities due to western influences, undermining the traditional Indian values by blind adaptation of western neighborhood
concepts since the scale is not suitable to the Indian context. This paper aims to understand the qualities of Indian traditional
neighborhoods by evaluating a traditional neighborhood of Jaipur, comparing it with a modern planned neighborhood of
Chandigarh, designed by a foreign planner, in the neighborhood concept of the western world, to find out the special qualities
of traditional Indian neighborhoods as compared to western concepts in terms of social spaces, by way of physical observation
of selected neighborhoods and residents structured questionnaire survey. The combined analysis found that social spaces are
abundantly available in traditional neighborhoods, which are missing in modern neighborhoods, which are the main qualities
where interactions happen, aiming towards the formation of social capital. The qualities of traditional neighborhoods have to
be considered while designing new neighborhoods in India.
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