
Uncertainties and Resilience: A Study of Pandemic Impact on the Pastoral-
Nomadic Communities in India

Authors : Arati S. Kade, Iftikhar Hussain, Somnath Dadas
Abstract : The paper studies resilience and uncertainties among nomadic-pastoral communities in India during large events
such  as  pandemics  and  attempts  to  understand  that  with  changing  times  and  increased  uncertainties,  how  nomadic
communities  historically  showed  their  resilience.  A  review  of  the  literature  was  performed  concerning  nomadism and
development relations and conflicts by focusing on structural violence on nomadic communities from the caste class and
patriarchy as a framework along with the role of the state. Philosophical views on the anti-nomad bias of political theories by
Erik Ringmar, along with the decolonial approach by Linda Smith and debrahmanization by Braj Ranjan Mani were used to
analyze criminalization of nomads. Data were collected using in-depth telephonic interviews and news reports published during
the COVID-19 lockdown in India. Focusing on historical context of current crises, the paper leads to the discussion on how
nomadic communities negotiate with the sedentary society during the COVID-19 pandemic. Findings of the current paper
approve the hypotheses that the COVID-19 pandemic followed by lockdown deeply impacted the pastoral production system,
building on the continued cycle of marginalization by the state and caste society in India, while traditional knowledge stood the
test of time. Be it developmental states or pandemics, the nomadic communities have shown their resilience in a number of
ways, such as keeping distance from sedentary society, usage of traditional medicine, and relying on traditional leadership.
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