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Abstract : Scholars have established expectations regarding how the political and economic interests of a country's people and
elites can influence its migration policies. Most of the scholarship exploring the adoption of migration policies focuses on the
developed world,  focusing on the cultural,  political,  and economic influences that drive restrictive policies in developed
countries. However, despite the scholarly focus on migration policies in developed countries, most internationally displaced
people reside in developing countries. Furthermore, while the political and economic factors that influence migration policy in
developed countries are likely at play in developing states, developing states also face unique hurdles to policy formation not
present in developed states. Namely, this article explores how state capacity, or in this context, a state's de facto ability to
restrict  or  absorb  migration  inflows,  influences  the  adoption  of  migration  policies  in  developing  countries.  Using  Cox-
Proportional hazard models and recently introduced data on asylum policies in developing countries, this research finds that
having a greater ability to restrict migration flows is associated with a reduced likelihood of adopting liberal asylum policies.
Future extensions of this project will explore the adoption of asylum policies as a two-stage process, in which the available
decision set of political actors is first constrained by a state's restrictive and absorptive capacity in the first stage, with the
political, economic, and cultural factors influencing the policy adopted in the second stage.
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