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Abstract : Religious Endowment (RE) (Waqf) has played an essential role in Islamic history and made a significant impact on
the society, particularly in terms of socioeconomics. This has been made possible by having appropriate management of the RE
propertiesin order to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), and the region of Kinniya, Sri Lanka, is not an
exception. However, since the last Religious Endowment Act of 1982, a considerable deterioration has taken place, and cases
of dormant properties have increased. This study proposes a conceptual model based on the SDGs initiatives to fill in the gaps.
It analyses the application of the current RE properties management and identifies the issues as well as the challenges in the
implementation of the RE Act. It adopts a doctrinal analysis involving the primary and secondary data, including statutes,
practices, case law, and reports. The findings show that there are various management modes adopted by the stakeholders of
RE. Some approaches are in tandem with the rules and practices of the SDGs with emphasis on support and cooperation from
the community, private sector, and the government. Several initiatives such as awareness on RE, legal enforcements without
fears and favours, as well as accounting and auditing, are recommended to minimize problems in managing the RE towards
attaining the SDGs.
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