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Abstract : It is globally accepted that reading in the primary schools serves as a foundational basis for good reading skills.
This is evident in the students’ academic success throughout their studying life. However, the PIRLS (2016) report on Literacy
performance found that primary school learners are not able to read as fluently as expected. The results from ANA (2012) also
indicated that South African learners achieved the lowest as compared to other global ones. The purpose of this study is to
investigate the approaches employed by educators in developing learners’ reading and writing skills and to workshop them on
the best reading and writing approaches to be implemented. The study adopted an explorative qualitative design where 27
educators from primary schools around the University of Limpopo were purposefully sampled to participate in this study. Data
was collected through interviews and classroom observation during class visits facilitated by research assistants. The study
found that teachers are aware of different approaches to developing learners’ reading and writing skills even thou these are
not aligned with the curriculum. However, the problem is with implementation, as the conditions in the classrooms are not
conducive for such. The study recommends that more workshops on capacitating teachers with the pedagogical approaches to
teaching reading be held. The appeal is also made to the Department of Basic Education that it makes the classrooms to be
conducive for teaching and learning to take place.
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