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Abstract : Rural-urban migration is the most commonly adopted strategy in rural areas to overcome the risk associated with
the subsistence economy and diversify income. The Garhwal Himalaya has the highest rate of rural-urban migration in India,
which has serious repercussions. Despite this, there is a dearth of literature on the implications of rural-urban migration in the
Garhwal Himalaya. This paper attempts to fill this void. The objectives of the paper are to look into various types, patterns,
determinants, and implications of rural-urban migration in the Garhwal Himalaya. In order to meet the objectives, 15 villages
were selected from five districts of the Garhwal Himalaya. In every district, three villages were chosen from different altitudes,
including five from river valleys, five from mid-altitudes, and five from highlands. The villages range in altitude from 550m to
2660m. A total  of  658 households were surveyed from the villages,  covering 100% samples from each village.  Using a
structured questionnaire,  the author asked the heads of  each household about  the types of  rural-urban migration they
practiced, the year of first migration, destinations of migration, and reasons for migration. Further, migrants’ age, sex, caste,
marital status, educational background, income, occupation, and remittances sent by migrants were also inquired about. The
study reveals that rural-urban migration is a serious problem in Garhwal Himalayas, posing various socio-economic issues.
Without immediate action, it will have serious consequences. Finally, this study suggests some policy measures to minimize the
current rate of rural-urban migration in the Garhwal Himalaya.
Keywords : rural-urban migration, Garhwal Himalaya, patterns, determinants, implications
Conference Title : ICMEM 2023 : International Conference on Mountain Ecosystems and Management
Conference Location : Rio de Janeiro, Brazil
Conference Dates : February 16-17, 2023

World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Environmental and Ecological Engineering

Vol:17, No:02, 2023

O
pe

n 
Sc

ie
nc

e 
In

de
x,

 E
nv

iro
nm

en
ta

l a
nd

 E
co

lo
gi

ca
l E

ng
in

ee
rin

g 
Vo

l:1
7,

 N
o:

02
, 2

02
3 

pu
bl

ic
at

io
ns

.w
as

et
.o

rg
/a

bs
tr

ac
ts

/1
54

89
1.

pd
f

ISNI:0000000091950263International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 17(02) 2023 1

https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/154891.pdf

