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Abstract : The Philippines is a large country composed of geographic islands and distinct cultural groups. But what makes
such  a  diverse  country  connect  and  communicate  with  one  another?  This  case  study  examines  the  narrative  of  lived
experiences  expressed  by  the  selected  indigenous  peoples  through  an  in-depth  interview.  Based  on  the  results,  some
indigenous peoples feel that they are motivated to engage in interethnic discussions that concern their ethnic identity and such
cultural  misconceptions  about  them.  Their  experiences  in  being  involved  in  indigenous  people  centered  and
community/academic  organizations  helped them in  every  interethnic  communication.  After  all,  some indigenous peoples
expressed that  they find their  own communities  as  a  safe  space.  Although indigenous peoples  present  less  interethnic
communication  apprehension,  its  existence  is  still  manifested  in  their  experiences  in  verbal  communication,  non-verbal
communication, and mediated communication. Lastly,  their Interethnic Communication Apprehension manifested on their
innate and learned personality whenever there is a large crowd, and is affected by their socioeconomic status. This study
mainly focuses on what are the interethnic communication apprehension experiences of indigenous peoples in the country.
Concepts  are  applied  from  the  Contextual  Theory  of  Interethnic  Communication  theory,  Interethnic  Communication
Apprehension, and other types of communication. Meanwhile, the participants are determined through a purposive sampling
with the criteria as indigenous people who stays in Manila in pursuit of higher education.
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