
The Traditional Roles and Place of Indigenous Musical Practices in
Contemporary African Society

Authors : Benjamin Obeghare Izu
Abstract : In Africa, indigenous musical practices are the focal point in which most cultural practices revolve, and they are the
conduit mainly used in transmitting Indigenous knowledge and values. They serve as a means of documenting, preserving,
transmitting indigenous knowledge, and re-enacting their historical, social, and cultural affinity. Indigenous musical practices
also serve as a repository for indigenous knowledge and artistic traditions. However, these indigenous musical practices and
the resulting cultural ideals are confronted with substantial challenges in the twenty-first century from contemporary cultural
influence. Additionally, indigenous musical practices' educational and cultural purposes have been impacted by the broad
monetisation of the arts in contemporary society. They are seen as objects of entertainment. Some young people are today
unaware of their cultural roots and are losing their cultural identity due to these influences and challenges. In order to help
policymakers raise awareness of and encourage the use of indigenous knowledge and musical practices among African youth
and scholars, this study is in response to the need to explore the components and functions of the indigenous knowledge
system,  values,  and  musical  tradition  in  Africa.  The  study  employed  qualitative  research  methods,  utilising  interviews,
participant observation, and conducting related literature as data collection methods. It examines the indigenous musical
practices in the Oba of Benin Royal Igue festival among the Benin people in Edo state, Nigeria, and the Ovwuwve festival
observed by the Abraka people in Delta state, Nigeria. The extent to which the indigenous musical practices convey and protect
indigenous knowledge and cultural values are reflected in the musical practices of the cultural festivals. The study looks at how
indigenous musical  arts are related to one another and how that affects how indigenous knowledge is  transmitted and
preserved. It makes recommendations for how to increase the use of indigenous knowledge and values and their fusion with
contemporary culture.  The study contributes  significantly  to  ethnomusicology by showing how African traditional  music
traditions support other facets of culture and how indigenous knowledge might be helpful in contemporary society.
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