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Abstract : International strategies are ranked as one of the core activities in the development plans of Austrian universities.
This has led to numerous promising activities in terms of internationalization (i.e. development of international degree
programmes, increased staff, and student mobility, and blended international projects). The latest innovative approach are so
called Blended Intensive Programmes (BIP), which combine jointly delivered teaching and learning elements of at least three
participating ERASMUS universities in a virtual and short-term mobility setup. Students who participate in BIP can maintain
their study plans at their home institution and include BIP as a parallel activity. This paper presents the experiences of this
programme on the topic of sustainable computing hosted by the University of Applied Sciences FH JOANNEUM. By means of
an online survey and face-to-face interviews with all stakeholders (20 students, 8 professors), the empirical study addresses the
challenges of hosting an international blended learning programme (i.e. virtual phase and on-site intensive phase) and
discusses the impact of such activities in terms of innovative pedagogy (i.e. virtual collaboration, research-based learning).
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