
Religious Diversity, Tolerance, and Understanding: Strategies to Restore
Peace in Nigeria

Authors : Mary Emilia Aboekwe
Abstract : Nigeria is a country with different ethnic groups and diverse religious affiliations. Owing to these differences, there
continue to arise at various points and times conflicts. Lives and unquantifiable amounts of property have been lost as a result.
It is the aim of this paper to show that despite these diverse religious affiliations, there can be unity and peace. The paper
using a phenomenological approach, argues that religion is fundamentally oriented towards peace. Hence, one who is truly
religious  is  to  be  disposed  towards  peaceful  coexistence.  This  paper  advocates  tolerance,  respect,  appreciation,  love,
willingness to cooperate, accepting other persons with all they have in common but their differences as well. In other words,
there is  need for dialogue between the religions,  involving inter-religious conference and possible inter-religious prayer
services.
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