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Abstract : In early 2022, a thirty-mile column of Russian armor and assault vehicles sat poised to move south on the road to
Kiev. That force has withdrawn as the Russians concentrate on attacking eastern Ukraine. Vladimir Putin’s armies appear
content to destroy cities in an effort to attrit the Ukrainian will to continue fighting. That pivot signifies the acceptance of the
ascendancy of the defense that now dictates any battlefield world-wide. To defeat what military theorist Carl von Clausewitz
labeled “the stronger form of war” with a successful offensive requires an exercise in future war. In the past, the ascendancy of
the defense has been overcome by a number of things including the application of superior leadership, better technology,
organizational adaptation, and surpassing environmental limitations. A look at how each of these factors came to impact battle
can tell us a great deal about what Ukraine means to tomorrow’s fight, and where the focus should lie to win the next war.
Civilians presently secure the defensive ascendancy impacting warfare by dominating the shifts from domain to domain thanks
to controlling access to cyberspace. That mandate will be tested and eventually falter. This paper tests the desirability of that
proposition, as well as hoping for something more from humanity other than repeated and frequent wars making future war
look much like past wars. As nations struggle to control cyberspace, a referendum on war as part of the human condition
comes into focus.
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