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Abstract : The concept of sustainability has been influencing business thinking from the perspective of various economic
sectors and their environment, looking for concerns related to the risks associated with the indiscriminate consumption of the
planet's resources, which have been widely studied and exposed by different public and private organizations. Tourism is not
outsider to this reality; therefore, the concept of sustainable tourism evolves towards the integral management of resources,
attending the needs of tourists, host communities and service providers, protecting ecosystems and assuring the conservation
of the environment and its biodiversity. Considering the above, the purpose of this paper is to identify trends aimed at
promoting sustainable tourism in the destinations of Barranquilla (Colombia) and Nayarit (Mexico). This study is part of the
realistic epistemological paradigm, based on the existence of a specific environment for the development of tourism activity
and the best sustainability practices associated with this industry, which can be observed and studied, therefore, this research
contemplates qualitative research techniques such as the focus group and the interview, applied to 8 experts who are part of
the value chain of the sector under study, added to a documentary review taken from the scientific databases Wos and Scopus,
as well as statistical information published by official bodies. The data obtained were processed with the qualitative analysis
software N-VIVO version 13. As a result, trends and actions to promote tourism are identified for the positioning of the cities of
Barranquilla (Colombia) and Nayarit (Mexico) as sustainable destinations: first, the recovery of green areas and environmental
spaces, as well as the realization of cultural events; promotion and encouragement of the creative industry and finally the
realization of international events.  It  is  concluded that both cities develop activities,  projects and investments of  public
initiative, aimed at positioning them as sustainable tourist destinations.
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