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Abstract : Preventive isolation and social distancing strategies during the SARS-CoV-2 pandemic have confronted families with
a variety of different restrictions and stresses. Especially during this stressful time, children need a stable parental home to
avoid developmental disorders. Additional risk factors such as maternal childhood abuse and neglect (CM) experiences may
influence mothers' psychosomatic health (pG) and children's physical well-being (kW) during times of increased stress. Our aim
was to analyse the interaction between maternal CM, maternal pG and children's kW during the pandemic. Mothers from a
well-documented birth cohort to study transgenerational transmission of CM, were included in an online 'pandemic' survey
assessing maternal pG and children's physical health during the pandemic. Our mediation analysis showed a significant
positive association between the extent of maternal CM experiences, mothers' psychosomatic symptoms and their children's
kW. Maternal psychosomatic symptoms significantly mediate the interaction between CM and children's kW; the direct effect
remains non-significant when maternal psychosomatic symptoms are included as mediators. Maternal CM appears to be a
relevant risk factor for maternal pG and children's kW during the pandemic. Maternal CM experiences seem to influence the
way parents cope with stressful situations and increase the risk of suffering from depressive symptoms. The latter also affect
their children's kW. Our findings underline the importance of carefully assessing the specific situation of families with children
and offering individually adapted help to help families survive the pandemic.
Keywords : pandemic, maternal health, child health, abuse, neglect, maternal experiences
Conference Title : ICPP 2022 : International Conference on Pedagogy and Psychology
Conference Location : Paris, France
Conference Dates : September 20-21, 2022

World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Educational and Pedagogical Sciences

Vol:16, No:09, 2022

O
pe

n 
Sc

ie
nc

e 
In

de
x,

 E
du

ca
tio

na
l a

nd
 P

ed
ag

og
ic

al
 S

ci
en

ce
s 

Vo
l:1

6,
 N

o:
09

, 2
02

2 
pu

bl
ic

at
io

ns
.w

as
et

.o
rg

/a
bs

tr
ac

ts
/1

53
92

1.
pd

f

ISNI:0000000091950263International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 16(09) 2022 1

https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/153921.pdf

