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Abstract : As global environmental problems continue to have highly adverse effects, finding long-term, sustainable solutions
to combat ecological distress are of growing paramount concern. Ghost Gear—also known as abandoned, lost or otherwise
discarded fishing gear (ALDFG) and derelict fishing gear (DFG)—represents one of the greatest threats to the world’s oceans,
posing a significant hazard to human health, livelihoods, and global food security. In fact, according to the UN Food and
Agriculture Organization (FAO), abandoned, lost and discarded fishing gear represents approximately 10% of marine debris by
volume. Around the world, many governments, governmental and non-profit organizations are doing their best to manage the
reporting and retrieval of nets, lines, ropes, traps, floats and more from their respective bodies of water. However, these
organizations’ ability to effectively manage files and documents about the environmental problem further complicates matters.
In Ghost Gear monitoring and management, organizations face additional complexities. Whether it’s data ingest, industry
regulations and standards, garnering actionable insights into the location, security, and management of data, or the application
of enforcement due to disparate data—all of these factors are placing massive strains on organizations struggling to save the
planet from the dangers of Ghost Gear. In this 90-minute educational session, globally recognized Ghost Gear technology
expert Grant Bifolchi CET, BBA, Bcom, will provide real-world insight into how governments currently manage Ghost Gear and
the technology that can accelerate success in combatting ALDFG and DFG. In this session, attendees will learn how to: •
Identify specific technologies to solve the ingest and management of Ghost Gear data categories, including type, geo-location,
size, ownership, regional assignment, collection and disposal. • Provide enhanced access to authorities, fisheries, independent
fishing vessels, individuals, etc., while securely controlling confidential and privileged data to globally recognized standards. •
Create and maintain processing accuracy to effectively track ALDFG/DFG reporting progress—including acknowledging receipt
of the report and sharing it with all pertinent stakeholders to ensure approvals are secured. • Enable and utilize Business
Intelligence (BI) and Analytics to store and analyze data to optimize organizational performance, maintain anytime-visibility of
report status, user accountability, scheduling, management, and foster governmental transparency. • Maintain Compliance
Reporting through highly defined, detailed and automated reports—enabling all stakeholders to share critical insights with
internal colleagues, regulatory agencies, and national and international partners.
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