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Abstract : Microbial keratitis is a serious complication of contact lens wear that can be vision and eye-threatening. Diverse
presentations relating to contact lens wear include dry corneal surface, corneal infiltrate, ulceration, scarring, and complete
corneal melt leading to perforation. Contact lens wear is a major risk factor and, as such, is an important consideration in any
patient presenting with a red eye in the primary care setting. This paper aims to provide an overview of the risk factors,
common organisms, and spectrum of contact lens-associated keratitis (CLAK) complications. It will highlight some of the
salient points relevant to the assessment and workup of patients suspected of CLAK in the emergency department based on the
recent literature and therapeutic guidelines. An overview of the management principles will also be provided.
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