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Abstract : The Covid-19 pandemic has exposed the vulnerabilities of countless organisations beyond their size, type, and
location. However, some groups and sectors are disproportionally get impacted by the pandemic. In the context of the UK,
ethnic Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs) turn out to be the most precarious group among all private sectors. Many ethnic
SMEs shut down their business operations during a pandemic. A large portion of Black, Asian and minority ethnic (BAME)
owners have huge concerns regarding their business’ survival and resilience. The current UK-centric studies have focused on
the large business population, and there is a gap in ethnic SMEs and how they get affected by the Covid-19 pandemic.
Moreover, there is a need to further knowledge and academic research to investigate the fundamental factors that could
strengthen the resilience of ethnic SMEs as well as contribute to long-term sustainability. Therefore, this study aims to capture
the effect of the Covid-19 pandemic on ethnic SMEs in the UK and assess the survival measures taken by ethnic SMEs during
Covid-19. Besides, this study adopts a dynamic capabilities perspective that how firms' specific capabilities enable ethnic SMEs
to exploit entrepreneurial opportunities during the Covid-19 pandemic. Finally, this research will help ethnic SMEs to develop
vigorous resilience to address future external shocks and market uncertainties.

Keywords : COVID-19 pandemic, ethnic minority SMEs, entrepreneurial resilience, dynamic capabilities, sustainability
Conference Title : ICEEBF 2023 : International Conference on Ethnic Entrepreneurship and Business Families

Conference Location : New York, United States

Conference Dates : April 24-25, 2023

Open Science Index, Social and Business Sciences Vol:17, No:04, 2023 publications.waset.org/abstracts/153735.pdf

International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 17(04) 2023 1 ISNI:0000000091950263


https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/153735.pdf

