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Abstract : According to UK police-recorded data, there has been a substantial increase in knife-related crime and youth
violence in the UK since 2014 particularly in the London boroughs. These crime rates are disproportionally distributed across
London with the majority of these crimes occurring in the highly deprived areas of London and among young people aged 11 to
24 with large discrepancies across ethnicity, age, gender and borough of residence. Comprehensive studies and literature have
identified risk factors associated with a knife carrying among youth to be Adverse Childhood Experience (ACEs), poor mental
health,  school  or  social  exclusion,  drug  dealing,  drug  using,  victim  of  violent  crime,  bullying,  peer  pressure  or  gang
involvement, just to mention a few. ACEs are potentially traumatic events that occur in childhood, this can be experiences or
stressful events in the early life of a child and can lead to an increased risk of damaging health or social outcomes in the latter
life of the individual. Research has shown that children or youths involved in youth violence have had childhood experience
characterised by disproportionate adverse childhood experiences and substantial literature link ACEs to be associated with
criminal or delinquent behavior. ACEs are commonly grouped by researchers into: Abuse (Physical, Verbal, Sexual), Neglect
(Physical, Emotional) and Household adversities (Mental Illness, Incarcerated relative, Domestic violence, Parental Separation
or Bereavement). To the author's best knowledge, no study to date has investigated how household mental health (mental
health of a parent or mental health of a child) and domestic violence (domestic violence on a parent or domestic violence on a
child) is related to knife homicides across the local authorities areas of London. This study seeks to address the gap by
examining a large sample of data from the London Metropolitan Police Force and Characteristics of Children in Need data from
the UK Department for Education. The aim of this review is to identify and synthesise evidence from data and a range of
literature to identify the relationship between adverse childhood experiences and youth violence in the UK. Understanding the
link between ACEs and future outcomes can support preventative action.
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