
Assessment of the Living Conditions of Female Inmates in Correctional
Service Centres in South West Nigeria

Authors : Ayoola Adekunle Dada, Tolulope Omolola Fateropa
Abstract : There is no gain saying the fact that the Nigerian correctional services lack rehabilitation reformation. Owing to
this, some so many inmates, including the female, become more emotionally bruised and hardened instead of coming out of the
prison reformed. Although female inmates constitute only a small percentage worldwide, the challenges resulting from women
falling under the provision of the penal system have prompted ficial and humanitarian bodies to consider female inmateas as
vulnerable persons who need particular social work measures that meet their specific needs. Female inmates’condition may
become worseinprisondue to the absence of the standard living condition. A survey of 100 female inmates will be used to
determine the assessment of the living condition of the female inmates within the contexts in which they occur. Employing field
methods  from Medical  Sociology  and Law,  the  study  seeks  to  make use  of  the  collaboration  of  both  disciplines  for  a
comprehensive understanding of the scenario. Its specific objectives encompassed: (1) To examine access and use of health
facilities  among the female inmates;(2)  To examine the effect  of  officers/warders attitude towards female inmates;(3)To
investigate the perception of the female inmates towards the housing facilities in the centre and; (4) To investigate the feeding
habit of the female inmates. Due to the exploratory nature of the study, the researchers will make use of mixed-method, such
qualitative methods as interviews will be undertaken to complement survey research (quantitative). By adopting the above-
explained inter-method triangulation, the study will not only ensure that the advantages of both methods are exploited but will
also fulfil the basic purposes of research. The sampling for this study will be purposive. The study aims at sampling two
correctional centres (Ado Ekiti and Akure) in order to generate representative data for the female inmates in South West
Nigeria. In all, the total number of respondents will be 100. A cross-section of female inmates will be selected as respondents
using a multi-stage sampling technique. 100 questionnaires will be administered. A semi structured (in-depth) interviews will
be conducted among workers in the two selected correctional centres, respectively, to gain further insight on the living
conditions of female inmates, which the survey may not readily elicit. These participants will be selected purposively in respect
to their status in the organisation. Ethical issues in research on human subjects will be given due consideration. Such issues
rest on principles of beneficence, non-maleficence, autonomy/justice and confidentiality. In the final analysis, qualitative data
will be analyzed using manual content analysis. Both the descriptive and inferential statistics will  be used for analytical
purposes. Frequency, simple percentage, pie chart, bar chart, curve and cross-tabulations will form part of the descriptive
analysis.
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