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Abstract : This study highlights on analysing the educational experience of female Saudi Arabian students in private schools in
Islamic studies subjects. Exploring how school environment, teachers’ authority and textbooks could influence the level of
individuality. Considering the complex interaction between religious is social and political power in Saudi Arabia. The study
draws  on  phenomenology  as  a  guiding  theoretical  framework  using  multi  methods.  It  includes  a  vertical/horizontal
individualism measurement  tool  “survey”  used on  120 students  of  two age  groups  (9-12)  and (13-15).  Semi-structured
interviews with eight  school  teachers,  observational  notes in  the classroom, and textbook analysis.  The study links the
interactions between the student mind, the teacher, the classroom and the curriculum.
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