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Abstract : Culture sustainability, which reflects a deep respect for people and history, is a cause of concern in contemporary
architecture. Adopting ultramodern architecture styles was initiated in the 20th century by a plurality of states worldwide.
Only a few countries, including Oman, realized that fashionable architectural designs ignore cultural values, identity, the
context of its environment, economic perspective, and social performance. Stirring the Sultanate of Oman from being a listless
and closed community to a modern country started in the year 1970. Despite unprecedented development in all aspects of
Omani people's life, the leadership and the public had the capability to adjust to the changing global challenges without
compromising social values and identity. This research provides a close analysis of one of the recent examples of contemporary
vernacular architecture in the Sultanate of Oman, as a case study, Oman International Airport. The said airport gained an
international appreciation for its Omani-themed architecture, distinguished traveler experience, and advanced technology.
Accordingly, it was selected by the World Travel Awards as the Best Tourism Development Project in the Middle East only four
weeks afterward after starting its operation. This paper aims to transfer this successful design approach of integrating the
latest trends in technology, systems, eco-friendly aspects, and materials with the traditional Omani architectural features,
which reflects symbiotic harmony of the community, individuals, and environment to other countries, designers, researchers,
and students. In addition, the paper aims to encourage architects and teachers to take responsibility for valorizing built
heritage as a source of inspiration for modern architecture, which could be considered as an added value. The work depends on
reviewing the relevant literature, a case study, interviews with two architects who were involved in the project’s site work, and
one current high-ranking employee in the airport besides data analysis and conclusion.
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