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Abstract : The Finnish symphonic metal band Nightwish is the brainchild of songwriter and lyricist TuomasHolopainen and the
band recorded their first demonstration recording in 1996. The band has since produced nine full-length studio albums, the
most recent being the 2020 album Human. :||: Nature., and has reached massive international success. The band is well known
for songs about fantasy and escapism and employs many sonic, visual and branding tools and techniques to communicate these
constructs to the audience. Among these, is the band’s creation of the so-called “Nightwish world and mythology” with a set of
recurring characters and narratives which, in turn, creates a psychological anchor and safe space for Nightwish fans around
the globe. Nature and the reverence of nature are central themes in Nightwish’s self-created mythology.Swiss psychologist
Carl Jung’s theory of the collective unconscious identified a mysterious reservoir of psychological constructs common to all
people, being derived from ancestral memory and experience, common to all humankind, and distinct from the individual’s
personal unconscious. Furthermore, he defined archetypes as timeless collective patterns and images that springs forth from
the collective unconscious. Archetypes can be actualized when they enter consciousness as images in interaction with the
outside world. Archetypal patterns or images can manifest in different ways across world cultures, but follow common
patterns, also known as archetypal themes and symbols. The Jungian approach to the psyche places great emphasis on nature,
positing a direct link betweenthe concept of wholeness and responsible care for nature and the environment.In our proposed
paper, we examine, by means of thematic content analysis, how Nightwish makes use of archetypal themes and symbols
referring to nature and the environment in selected songs from their ninth full-length album Human. II Nature. Furthermore,
we argue that the longing for and reverence of nature in selected Nightwish songs may serve as a type of “social intervention”
and social critique on modern capitalist society. The type of social critique that the band offers is generally connoted
intertextually and is not equally explicit in their songs. The band uses a unique combination of escapism, fantasy, and nature
narratives to inspire a sense of wonder, enchantment, and magic in the listener. In this way, escapism, fantasy, and nature
serve as postmodern frames of reference that aim to “re-enchant” the disenchanted and de-spiritualized. In this way, re-
enchantment could also refer to spiritual and/or psychological healing and rebirth.
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