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Abstract :  In Brazil,  there are several  institutions committed to the development of  new businesses based on product
innovation. Among them are business incubators, universities and science institutes. Business incubators can be defined as
nurseries for new companies, which may be in the technology segment, discussed in this article. Business incubators provide
services related to infrastructure, such as physical space and meeting rooms. Besides these services, incubators also offer
assistance in the form of information and communication, access to finance, relationship networks and business monitoring and
mentoring processes. Business incubators support not all technology companies. One of the business incubators tasks is to
assess the nature and feasibility of  new business proposals.  To assist  this goal,  this paper proposes a methodology for
evaluating new business using the Analytic Hierarchy Process (AHP). This paper presents the concepts used in the assessing
methodology application for new business, concepts that have been tested with positive results in practice. This study counts
on three main steps: first, a hierarchy was built, based on new business manuals used by the business incubators. These books
and manuals relate business selection requirements, such as the innovation status and other technological aspects. Then, a
questionnaire was generated, in order to guide incubator experts in the parity comparisons at all hierarchy levels. The weights
of each requirement are calculated from information obtained from the questionnaire responses. Finally, the proposed method
was applied to evaluate five new business proposals, which were applying to be part of a company incubator. The main result is
the classification of these new businesses, which helped the incubator experts to decide what companies were more eligible to
work with. This classification may also be helpful to the decision-making process of business incubators in future selection
processes.
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