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Abstract : This study addresses the re-construction and implementation process of the methodological framework developed
to evaluate how locative media applications accompany the urban experiences of international students coming to Istanbul with
exchange programs in 2022. The research design was built on a three-stage model. The research team conducted a qualitative
questionnaire in the first stage to gain exploratory data. These data were then used to form three persona groups representing
the sample by applying cluster analysis. In the second phase, a semi-structured digital diary study was carried out on a
gamified task list with a sample selected from the persona groups. This stage proved to be the most difficult to obtaining valid
data from the participant group. The research team re-evaluated the design of this second phase to reach the participants who
will perform the tasks given by the research team while sharing their momentary city experiences, to ensure the daily data flow
for two weeks, and to increase the quality of the obtained data. The final stage, which follows to elaborate on the findings, is
the “Walk & Talk,” which is completed with face-to-face and in-depth interviews. It has been seen that the multiple methods
used in the research process contribute to the depth and data diversity of the research conducted in the context of urban
experience and locative technologies. In addition, by adapting the research design to the experiences of the users included in
the sample, the differences and similarities between the initial research design and the research applied are shown.
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