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Abstract : This study investigates the urban experience of international students coming to Istanbul with exchange programs
and reveals how locative media applications accompany their urban experiences. The sample of the research consists of
international students who lived, perceived, and conceived the city on a daily basis during the academic year of 2022. Focusing
on this particular sample would demonstrate the opportunities and authentic experiences offered by the city as well as the
prevalent urban problems for the foreigners. In this regard, international students' urban experience in Istanbul, the blockages
they encounter as resident tourists, the hotspots that the city offers, and the role of locative media in enriching the urban
experience are the main axes to be evaluated. In the first step of the multi-staged research, we conduct an online qualitative
survey with a sample; then, we evaluate the data obtained from the survey using cluster analysis to identify the urban
experience, consumption habits, and tastes. In the final stage, digital ethnographic fieldwork will be carried out with
representative personas identified by the cluster analysis. With this field research on the urban experience accompanied by
locative media applications, suggestions will be developed by evaluating the opportunities these applications offer to enrich the
urban practice of foreigners.
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