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Abstract : Fatalities of Road Traffic Crashes (RTCs) on rural roads are usually higher than that on urban roads. The likelihood
of traffic accidents may increase with the presence of factors that are associated with the rural type of community such as
long-distance, road type, road geometry (e.g., curves and steepens), poor lighting, terrain, obstacles (e.g., animals crossing,
boulders or tree branches), heavy truck traffic, weather conditions, and road flaws. Most of these factors are present on the
rural roads of Oman. As many cities in Oman are surrounded by mountains and connected by rural roads, this is of great
concern. In this paper, the causes of traffic crashes on rural roads in Oman are analyzed. The fatality rate of traffic deaths on
rural roads is compared with the fatality rate on urban roads for different regions in Oman. Statistical data and police reports
show that the leading cause of RTCs and deaths on rural roads is vehicle speeding, especially on long-distance roads. It is
shown that crashes on rural roads result in higher fatalities than crashes on urban roads. In comparison to speed, the numbers
of RTCs and deaths that resulted from other causes are small.
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