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Abstract : This study was conducted to identify the effect of National Directorate of Employment (NDE) training on the profit
of Agricultural-Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs) and to evaluate the factors that influenced farmers' participation in NDE
training, as well as the type and frequency of training farmers and other agro-allied entrepreneurs in Nigeria. Using a multi-
stage sampling procedure, a total of 384 respondents were sampled, including 192 beneficiaries and 192 non-beneficiaries in
Oyo and Lagos States, respectively. Data were analysed using Binary Logit regression and Propensity Score Matching
techniques. According to the binary logit analysis, respondents’ gender, availability to extension services, and the location of
respondent’s operation were determinant factors influencing NDE training enrolment. All identified factors are related to the
probability of respondents’ involvement in a positive way. Propensity score matching revealed that Agricultural-SMEs who
participated in the NDE program boosted their profit by N341,072.18. The positive outcome of the effect implies that NDE
training enhances Agri-SME performance in Nigeria. The study concluded that greater funding should be provided for the NDE
for performance-enhancing training of the Agri-SMEs.
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