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Abstract : In consonance with the UN Convention on Rights for People with Disabilities, countries are mandated to provide a
barrier-free environment through adherence to universal design and full participation of persons with disabilities (PWDs) in
planning and implementation, but there is little action in incorporating universal design in the public environment. Travelling
freely and independently is paramount to the needs of the PWDs to participate in daily activities ahead of them, and it
contributes to the advancement of their inclusion in society, in which universal design is a catalyst to provide seamless access
and mobility. This study aims to determine the barriers to incorporating the concept of universal design in transportation
projects in Southeast Asian countries. Based on a literature review and using the accessible journey chain as a framework,
barriers are identified and categorized in the components of public transport within the context of utilization of the transport
mode, the built environment within the transport infrastructure, and the first and last miles of travel. Some findings in the
study which constitute solutions to creating a barrier-free environment were identified as information to guide the future
research agenda in efficiently incorporating universal design in transportation projects in Southeast Asian countries. The study
reflected that the focus of most literature is on the built environment, noting that there is a need for future studies to
investigate universal design in the context of the public transport component in the active journey chain.
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