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Abstract : To fully understand the critical role of marriage in society, it is important to view it as a social institution that
provides some basic social needs for society. A ‘social institution’ is the network of shared meanings, norms, definitions,
expectations, and understandings held by the members of society. It is what guides and governs how the members of the
society are expected to act and interact, what is socially desirable and legitimate, what they should be striving for, and so on.
One of the major social institutions is marriage. Marriage is and has often focused on children and what is best for them
because the rising generation literally is the future of every society. However, according to the aforementioned definition,
which notes that marriage may also be a union between two persons of the same sex with legal support, this study stands with
the definitions that are based on marriage being a union between a man and woman that is the most appropriate in Igbo land
and not the other way round. The issue to be evaluated concerns marriage as it associates with Igbo Catholic Christians in
Nigeria. Pasts of Igbo culture should be better organized into the Christian faith. Igbo Christians actually convey a significant
number of  their  customary thoughts,  customs, and social  qualities,  particularly regarding marriage,  in the aftermath of
switching to Christianity. The analyst agrees that marriage among Igbo Christians warrants adequate evolution. This study,
therefore,  concentrates on the Igbo community’s  interpretation of  the concept of  culture and religion and the religious
implications of  traditional  marriage and Christian marriage ceremonies in Igbo.  The research design of  this  study is  a
qualitative design that provides in-depth information on the dual religious identity of the Igbo people on the rite of marriage in
Imo state. The study population was composed of both male and female members from each selected local government area in
Imo State. Thematic analysis was used to elaborate on the result from the respondents. This survey found that reputation is a
major concern for Ibo people. Parental discomfort can lead to the use of coping strategies such as displacement, in which
parents pass on their own vulnerable sentiments to their children. Those who participate in marriage negotiations feel the pain
of their parents because they are unable to communicate their own feelings. As a result, participants experience increased
stress and a range of negative emotions related to their marriage, including worry, dissatisfaction, and ambivalence. It was
concluded that when it comes to Igbo culture, marriage is seen as a need for the continuation of the family’s lineage of descent,
according to the outcome. The Task at hand was to discover how the locals preparing to get married define the impending
transition. Imo State is home to the practice of Igba-nkwu, where the woman is either inherited or taken in the place of
another.
Keywords : Igbo, culture, Christianity, traditional marriage, Christian wedding
Conference Title : ICHHSS 2023 : International Conference on Humanities, Human and Social Sciences
Conference Location : Bangkok, Thailand
Conference Dates : August 17-18, 2023

World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Humanities and Social Sciences

Vol:17, No:08, 2023

O
pe

n 
Sc

ie
nc

e 
In

de
x,

 H
um

an
iti

es
 a

nd
 S

oc
ia

l S
ci

en
ce

s 
Vo

l:1
7,

 N
o:

08
, 2

02
3 

pu
bl

ic
at

io
ns

.w
as

et
.o

rg
/a

bs
tr

ac
ts

/1
52

34
7.

pd
f

ISNI:0000000091950263International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 17(08) 2023 1

https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/152347.pdf

