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Abstract : The descriptive cross-sectional survey study assessed dishonest academic intention, mediating academic goals, and
attitude relationship with academic dishonesty among university undergraduate students in Ghana. The target population for
this study was all the final-year undergraduate students enrolled full-time in Ghanaian public universities. One thousand two
hundred (1,200) undergraduate students participated in the study. Multistage sampling was used to select the sample for the
study. A structured questionnaire was used to collect the needed data to test hypotheses. Structural Equation Modelling (PLS-
SEM) was used for the analyses. The results revealed that academic goals and attitudes had direct and indirect effects on
academic dishonesty behaviour.  Also,  academic intention was statistically  a significant mediator in the relationship that
academic goals and attitude have with academic dishonesty. It was concluded that when academic goals are high, it compels
individual students to try new strategies, and when academic goals are low, the students would like to “cut corners” to meet
expectations. It was also concluded that when the attitude towards academic dishonesty is low, students are more unlikely to
form an intention to be academically dishonest. It is recommended that lecturers should make their students aware of the goals
that need to be attained in their courses and provide them with feedback on goal progress. Students should set their proximal
goals and enhance their commitment so that they avoid putting things off. Enforcement of rules and regulations against
academic dishonesty must be fully adhered to since students’ positive attitudes can result in high intention, which would lead
to academic dishonesty behaviour.
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