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Abstract : Over the last three decades, the primary education system in Bangladesh has experienced significant improvement,
but it has failed to cope with different social and cultural aspects, which present many challenges for children, families, and the
public school system. Neglecting our own contextual learning environment, it is a matter of sorrow that much attention has
been paid to the more physical outcome-focused model, which is nothing but mere infrastructural development, and less subtle
to the environment that suits the child's psychology and improves their social, emotional, physical, and moral competency. In
South Asia, the symbol of education was never the little red house of colonial architecture but “A Guru sitting under a tree",
whereas a responsive and inclusive design approach could help to create more innovative learning environments. Such an
approach incorporates how the built,  natural,  and cultural  environment shapes the learner;  in turn,  learners shape the
learning. This research will be conducted to, i) identify the major issues and drawbacks of government policy for primary
education development programs; ii) explore and evaluate the morphology of the conventional model of school, and iii) propose
an alternative model in a collaborative design process with the stakeholders for maximizing the relationship between the
physical learning environments and learners by treating “the built environment” as “the third teacher.” Based on observation,
this research will try to find out to what extent built, and natural environments can be utilized as a teaching tool for a more
optimal learning environment. It should also be evident that there is a significant gap in the state policy, predetermined
educational specifications, and implementation process in response to stakeholders’ involvement. The outcome of this research
will contribute to a people-place sensitive design approach through a more thoughtful and responsive architectural process.
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