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Abstract : As China's urban construction enters a new phase of 'stock optimization,' the key point of urban development has
shifted to the development and reuse of existing public space. However, cities still face a series of challenges, such as the
shortage of space quantity and insufficient space quality, which indirectly affect urban vitality. A review of the vitality of urban
public space will  significantly contribute to optimizing the quality of the urban built environment. It firstly analyses the
research hotspots of  urban vitality  at  home and abroad,  based on a semi-systematic literature review. Then this  paper
summarizes the theoretical definitions of the vitality of urban public space and sorts out the influencing factors from the
perspectives of society, environment, and users. Lastly, the paper concludes with the mainstream quantitative and evaluation
methods, such as linear evaluation and integrated evaluation. This paper renders a multi-theoretical perspective to understand
the characteristics and evaluation system of the vitality of public space, which helps to acknowledge the dynamic relationship
between users, urban environment, and vitality. It also looks forward to providing optimal design strategies for constructing a
vigorous public space in future cities.
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