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Abstract :  The use of  synthetic  dermal  templates,  also  known as  dermal  matrices,  such as  PolyNovo® Biodegradable
Temporising Matrix (BTM), has been well established in the reconstruction of acute wounds with a full thickness defect of the
skin. Its use has become common place in the treatment of full thickness burns and is not unfamiliar in the realm of necrotising
fasciitis, free flap donor site reconstruction, and the management of acute traumatic wounds. However, the use of dermal
templates for more chronic wounds is rare. The authors present the successful use of BTM in the reconstruction of a chronic
scalp wound following the excision of a malignancy and multiple previous failed attempts at repair, thus demonstrating the
potential for an increased scope of use.
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