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Abstract : This qualitative study aimed to gain a better understanding of the perceptions and barriers to receiving seasonal
influenza and pneumococcal vaccines among Australian and Hong Kong adults aged ≥ 65 years. The findings showed that
vaccine uptake for the two diseases was lower in Hong Kong than in Australia. Common and divergent issues identified
included the impact of different health systems, the promotion of vaccination by health professionals, beliefs about hospitals
and clinics, traditional and alternative medicines, perceptions of risk, and personal responsibility. Objective of the research:
The objective of this comparison study was to gain a better understanding of the perceptions and barriers to receiving seasonal
influenza and pneumococcal vaccines among Australian and Hong Kong adults aged ≥ 65 years. Methodology: This qualitative
study used semi structured face to face interviews for data collection in both countries. Thematic analysis of the data allowed
for a comparison of the main themes identified across the two countries. Main Contribution of the Research: Differences in
vaccine uptake between Australian and Hong Kong was attributable to differing health systems, including access, prevention,
socioeconomic status, and cultural attitudes. Understanding the needs of older people would enhance vaccine uptake for these
two preventable diseases.
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